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4 THE TOWER 
 

 
What do you notice here? 
For example the Bell Ropes. 
Do you have any stories to 
share about what happens 
when these ropes are 
pulled?  
Consider what it would be 
like in here when the bells 
are ringing. Are there events 
in your life when you had 
bells rung for you? 

Take a look 
at the  
musical  
instrument, 
what does it 
remind you 
of? 
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WEST 

EAST 2 FONT 
 

 
Spend a few 
minutes 
here and 
share what 
you notice. 
 
For example 
what is it 
made of, 
does it have 
carvings, is 
it very worn 
and old?  
 

Talk about what would  
happen here and any 
thoughts on who would do 
what. 
 
Do you have memories of 
family Christenings? 

3 FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
 
 
Stand 
here  
for a 
moment 
and take  

a deep breath through your 
nose. Hold it for a couple of  
seconds and then breath 
out. 
 
What do you notice? 
 
Are there any smells or  
sensations that come to 
mind, for example is it cold, 
damp, musty, can you smell 
flowers? 

5 THE NAVE 
 

 
Let’s walk down the Aisle and stop half 
way to have a look around.  
 
First of all look up, what do you see in 
the roof?  For example, 
rafters, angels, carved 
bosses.  
 
Then take a look to your 
right and then your left 
and tell us what you 
see. Look and touch the  
carvings on the bench 
ends. 

1 PARISH CHEST 
 

 
Take a moment to look at 
the chest.  
 
What do you notice about it? 
 
Run your hands over it and 
describe what it feels like. Is 
it warm or cold?  
 
Think about why it has three 
locks and who might have 
had the keys. 

Conversation pieces for a memory-friendly trail  

INTRODUCTION              
    
 
 

St Eustachius Church has stood at the heart of Tavistock for 700 years. It is a building of great  
historic interest, the oldest building in the town still used for its original purpose. The early history  
of the church is closely bound up with the history of the Benedictine Abbey completed in 981AD. 
The first fully authenticated reference to the church dates from 1265 and the present church  
building was dedicated in 1318. 
St Eustachius was a Roman general in the 2nd Century who became a Christian. He was disgraced  
and exiled and was finally martyred with his family for refusing to offer sacrifice to the Roman gods.  
Nothing of the 1265 church survives – the present building dates from the 14th and 15th centuries. 
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EAST 

11 DRAWING 
 

 
Draw a picture of the best thing you have seen on your 
visit today. 

6 PULPIT 
 

 
Share your 
thoughts on who 
would use this and 
what they would 
do from here.  
Touch the Pulpit -  
What is it made of 
and what does it 
feel like? 
 

Can you see the snail carving — the 
arrow in the picture is pointing  
towards it. 
 
Look at the  
embroidery  
showing the  
legend of  
St Eustachius. 
Talk about any  
embroidery or 
sewing you have 
done. 

7 ORGAN 
 

 

Have you ever played an organ or 
any other musical instrument? 
 
Do you have any favourite pieces of 
music that you remember being 
played on an organ? 
 
Were you ever in a church choir and 
do you remember any of the hymns 
that you sang?  
 
Look at the lovely carvings  
surrounding the organ pipes. 

9 LADY CHAPEL 
 

 
Touch the carved  
figures on the Glanvill 
memorial and feel the 
detail of the  
beautiful carving — for  
example the ruff 
around Lady Alicia’s 
neck. 
 
 
 
Look at the expression on Sir John’s face, does this  
remind you of anybody? 
 

10 WINDOWS      
    
 

Look at the windows, 
what is the most 
striking colour you 
can see? 
 
What is your  
favourite colour? 
 
Do the figures  
remind you of a  
story? 
 
Talk about your  
favourite window. 

8  ALTAR 
 

 
Looking around what catches your eye, for example the 
cloth on the Altar, the Cross, candles? 
 
What happens here; for example the Communion,  
weddings? 
 
Who would lead this service? 
 
Look up at the Chancel roof 
above the Altar and talk 
about what you can see. 
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